Health promotion partnerships: service and education addressing the health needs of vulnerable groups.
This paper describes partnerships between service and education that can assist in meeting the health care needs of vulnerable population groups. Baccalaureate nursing students learn about population-based nursing practice as a means of addressing health needs. Each semester, groups of 8-10 senior students work with a community agency serving a population at risk. Students assess health needs and plan, implement, and evaluate a health promotion intervention with the population and the agency. Emphasis is placed on designing culturally appropriate interventions that are accomplished in partnership with the agency and population. Projects which illustrate the generalizability of this approach will be discussed. Such experiences reduce barriers that separate education from practice. Community agencies benefit as health needs that might not otherwise be met are addressed.